Australia’s legal system: the courts 


Critically analyse information and ideas presented in the writer-devised news article 
below and consider how Australia’s legal system aims to provide justice. 


‘Postie’ killed in Black Spot area* 


An Australia Post employee was struck and killed while delivering 
mail in an area notorious for accidents. 


Mr Bill Stevens was driving his car above the speed limit along the Bruce 
Highway in an area where signposts indicated ‘Hidden driveways’. He was 
also talking on his phone while he was driving. A motorist driving behind 
Mr Stevens noticed him driving unsafely on the highway. 


An Australia Post motorbike employee, delivering mail to a post box at the 
entrance to one of the driveways, pulled onto the footpath near the 
highway, narrowly avoiding a cyclist. 


Mr Stevens overreacted and swerved, losing control of his car and colliding 
with the ‘postie’. Police, ambulance, and Fire and Rescue crews responded 
quickly to the accident. The ‘postie’ suffered multiple injuries and later 
died in hospital. 


Mr Stevens was charged with driving without due care and manslaughter 
(killing someone without planning to). 


This location on the Bruce Highway is a scene of many accidents and is 
often referred to as a ‘Black Spot’ area. 


Residents from Totem Creek Action Group complained again about the 
safety issues of this section of the highway and were concerned about four 
deaths in this area over the last four years. Once again they lobbied for the 
government to improve the safety of this stretch of highway. 


*A ‘Black Spot area’ is a place where there are major safety concerns on a highway. The 
federal government is responsible for funding improvements to road safety in these areas 
and communities can pressure the government for action. 

[Information devised by the writer.] 


List all of the people who are involved in some way in the ‘accident’ at Totem 
Creek. 


Mr Bill stevens, ‘postie’ ambulance fire rescue and police officer 


Who was the person (offender) who committed the crime? 


Mr bill stevens committed 


What crimes was he charged with committing? 


the crime driving without due care and manslaughter 


Who was the victim? 


A postman 


Which two people witnessed the accident? 


6. How are the rights of the following people protected under the principles of 


justice? 


Principle of justice 


‘rule of law’ 


Mr Stevens 


The family of the 
‘postie’ 


presumption of 
innocence 


burden of proof 


right to a fair trial 


right to legal 
representation 


If the victim’s family or Mr Stevens were unhappy with the judge’s verdict in their 
court case, what other options are available for them to ensure they have been 
given a fair trial? 


7. What is the perspective of the residents of Totem Creek Action Group about the 
consequences of this accident? 


8. What evidence can this Action Group use to support their movement for change? 


